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The Western Indian Ocean under the Indo —Pacific Strategy .
Geopolitical Value and Major Power Rivalries
Jiang Lu and Shu Zhan

Abstract ; In recent years,the United States and its allies have intensified efforts to
construct the so—called “Indo —Pacific Strategy” in response to China’ s rising national
power and the “Belt and Road Initiative”. This article provides an in —depth analysis of
how major Indo — Pacific powers—represented by the United States, Japan and India—
perceive the strategic significance of the Western Indian Ocean, their comprehensive
deployments in the region, and the implications for China. The study argues that the
region from the Western Indian Ocean to Africa is crucial for securing China’ s energy
and critical mineral supply routes. Meanwhile, this region holds strategic value in
expanding China’s strategic depth of the westward direction and maintaining its
development space. Compared with the systematic layout of “trinity” of military bases,
military alliances and military facilities constructed by the major Indo - Pacific
countries , China needs to adopt a broader perspective of two oceans and two continents,,
give full play to its economic and diplomatic advantages, deepen the comprehensive
cooperative partnership network with the countries within the region and along the coast,
continuously promote the construction of strategic fulcrums,and constantly enhance the
capacity for long — distance operations—all to safeguard its strategic interests and
development space in the Indian Ocean.
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